Both circumaortic and retroaortic left renal veins are the result of persistence of the dorsal limb of the embryonic left renal vein and of the dorsal arch of the renal collar. However, in retroaortic left renal vein the ventral arch regresses so that a single renal vein passes posterior to the aorta. The approximate prevalence of circumaortic left renal vein is 0.3 to 3.7%, and retroaortic left renal vein is 0.5 to 6.8%. Cross-sectional computerized tomography study was done in both cases. In one of the cases the left renal vein was observed posterior to the abdominal aorta and in the other case the left renal vein was covering the abdominal aorta, one vein superior and posterior and the second vein inferior and anterior to the abdominal aorta. Venous anomalies of the renal veins are clinically important especially in retroperitoneal surgery and intracaval interventions. These anomalies should not be misdiagnosed as dilated gonadal vein, retroperitoneal lymphadenopathies or masses.
Circumaortic left renal vein is seen in 0.3% to 3.7% and the retroaortic left renal vein is seen in 0.5% to 6.8% of the population. (Figures 1-3 ).
Case Report 2 -Retroaortic renal vein
In a 49 year-old white male, the renal vein is passing posterior to the abdominal aorta draining into the inferior vena cava, which is ascending superiorly in its normal anatomic position right to the abdominal aorta. This patient had visceral organ perforation and the contrast material leaked into the peritoneal cavity, which disturbed the quality of the images (Figures 3-5 ).
Discussion
The inferior vena cava is formed from three parallel 
